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THE ANCIENT LANDMARKS 41 


(1) Monotheism is the sole dogma of Freemasonry 
Belief in one God is required of every initiate, but 
his conception of the Supreme Being is left to his 
own interpretation. Freemasonry is not con- 
cerned with theological distinctions. This is the 
basis of our universality 

(2) Beliefin Immortality is the ultimate lesson of 
Masonic philosophy “The soul of man is the 
highest product of Cod”s creative handiwork. 
Now, after Cod has spent untold time in creating 
man and endowing him with a soul, which is the 
reflection of His image, is it reasonable to sup- 
pose that man lives here on earth for a brief span 
and then is extinguished by death?” 

(3) TheVolumeoftheSacred Law is an indispens- 
able part of the furniture of a Lodge. In our 
jurisdiction it is usually the Bible, but any candi- 
date not a Christian may have substituted for it 
any other volume he considers sacred: e.g., the 
Old Testament, Koran, Vedas, or Laws of 
Confucius. In many parts of the world it is not 
unusual for a Lodge to have more than one 
Sacred Book on its altar. The candidate then 
may be obligated on the book of his choice. 

(4) The Legend of the Third Degree. This is the most 
important and significant of the legendary sym- 
bols of Freemasonry It has descended from age 
to age by oral tradition, and has been preserved 
in every Masonic rite, practice in any country or 
language, with no essential alteration. 


Michael Pupin. 
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They are represented by the Worshipful Master, 
Senior and Junior Wardens. The Worshipful Master 
represents the pillar of Wisdom, it being supposed 
that he has wisdom to open his Lodge, set the Craft to 
work and give them proper instructions. The Senior 
Warden represents the pillar of Strength, it being his 
duty to assist the Worshipful Master in opening and 
closing his Lodge. ........ The Junior Warden repre- 
sents the pillar of Beauty. ........ 


THE COVERING OF A LoDGE 


The covering of a Lodge is a clouded canopy, or star- 
decked heaven, where all good Masons hope at last to 
arrive, by the aid of the theological ladder, which 
Jacob in his vision saw ascending from earth to 
heaven; the three principal rounds of which are de- 
nominated faith, hope, and charity; and which admon- 
ish us to have faith in Cod, hope in immortality, and 
charity to all mankind. The principal of these is 
charity; because our faith may be lost in sight, hope 
ends in fruition, but charity extends beyond the grave, 
through the boundless realms of eternity 

THE FURNITURE OF A LODGE 

The furniture of a Lodge is the Holy Bible, Square 
and Compass.! The Bible points out the path that 
leads to happiness and is dedicated to God. The 
Square teaches us to regulate our conduct by the 
principles of morality and virtue, and is dedicated to 
the Master. The Compass teaches us to limit our 
desires in every station, and is dedicated to the Craft 


lSee footnote on page 38. 
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3rd. Verse 


Here another guest we bring, 
Seraphs of celestial wing! 

lb our funeral altar come, 

Waft a friend and brother home! 


4th. Verse 


Lord of all! below-above, 

Fill our hearts with truth and love! 
As dissolves our earthly tie, 

Take us to Thy Lodge on High. 


PRAYER 


Thou, 0 God! knowest our downsitting and our 
uprising, and understandest our thought afar off. 
Shield and defend us from the evil intentions of our 
enemies, and support us under the trials and afflic- 
tions we are destined to endure while traveling through 
this vale of tears. Man that is born of woman, is of few 
days, and full of trouble. He cometh forth as a flower, 
and is cut down; he fleeth also as a shadow, and 
continueth not. Seeing his days are determined, the 
number of his months is with Thee, Thou hast ap- 
pointed his bounds that he cannot pass; turn from him 
that he may rest, till he shall accomplish his day For 
there is hope of a tree, if it be cut down, that it will 
sprout again, and that the tender branch thereof will 
not cease. But man dieth and wasteth away; yea, man 
giveth up the ghost, and where is he? As the waters 


Lrhe fraternity is indebted to David Vinton for the words to this 
majestic dirge, which has been sung over the graves of thousands of 
departed brethren. Brother Vinton was an American lecturer on 
Masonry during the first quarter of the 19th century. 
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fail from the sea, and the flood decayeth and drieth up, 
so man lieth down, and riseth not up, till the heavens 
shall be no more. Yet, 0 Lord! have compassion on the 
children of Thy creation, administer them comfort in 
time of trouble, and save them with an everlasting 
salvation. Amen. 


RAISING 


CHARGE OF THE MASTER MASON DEGREE 


Brother - Your zeal for the institution of Masontry, 
the progress you have made in the mystery, and your 
conformity to our regulations, have pointed you out as 
a proper object of our favor and esteem. 


You are now bound by duty, honor, and gratitude, to 
be faithful to your trust; to support the dignity of your 
character on every occasion; and to enforce, by precept 
and example, obedience to the tenets of the Order. In 
the character of a Master Mason, you are authorized 
to correct the errors and irregularities of your unin- 
formed brethren, and to guard them against a breach 
of fidelity to preserve the reputation of the fraternity 
unsullied must be your constant care; and for this 
purpose it is your province to recommend to your 
inferiors, obedience and submission; to your equals, 
courtesy and affability; to your superiors, kindness 
and condescension. 

Universal benevolence you are always to inculcate; 
and by the regularity of your own behavior afford the 
best example for the conduct of others less informed. 


MASTER MASON 109 


The Temple was supported by one thousand, four 
hundred and fifty-three columns, and two thousand, 
nine hundred and six pilasters, all hewn from the 
finest Parian marble.' 


WORKMEN EMPLOYED 


There were employed in its building, three Grand 
Masters, three thousand, three hundred Masters or 
overseers of the work, eighty thousand Fellow Crafts 
in the mountains and in the quarries, and seventy 
thousand Entered Apprentices or bearers ofburdens. 
All these were classed and arranged in such a manner 
by the wisdom of King Solomon that neither envy, 
discord nor confusion was suffered to interrupt the 
universal peace and tranquillity which pervaded the 
world at this important period. 


The THREE STEPS 


The three steps usually delineated on the Master's 
carpet, are emblematical of the three principal stages 
of human life, namely: Youth, Manhood, and Age. In 
youth, as Entered Apprentices, we ought industri- 
ously to occupy our minds in the attainment of useful 
knowledge; in manhood, as Fellow Crafts, we should 
apply our knowledge to the discharge of our respective 
duties, to God, our neighbors and ourselves, so that in 
age, as Master Masons, we may enjoy the happy 
reflections consequent on a well-spent life, and die in 
the hope of a glorious immortality 


WPor additional important data concerning King Solomon's Temple, 
see page 115. 
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uses the simplest of symbols; the tools and materials 
of the Stonemason's trade are sufficient for this pur- 
pose and they are found everywhere .... 


“Qur symbols are truly the quarried treasures of 
the Fraternity, set forth to be applied by each of us in 
the upbuilding of his character ... And, after all, that 
is Freemasonry, To morally square perfectly every 
contributing element that makes us what we are; to 
take each of these and apply them one to another 
uprightly to the formation of a praiseworthy life, and 
to build our personal structure so that we may stand 
upon our record securely before men with an integrity 
perpendicularly like unto the plumb, with a purpose 
absolutely level, as is the implement of that name, 
and, withal, as positively square as ever the most 
accurate of such tools would verify. That is the purpose 
of our Craft, "” 

“In the ceremonies of making a Mason, we do not 
attempt to do more than to indicate the pathway to 
Masonic knowledge, to lay the foundation for the 
Masonic edifice. The brother must pursue the journey 
or complete the structure for himself by reading and 
reflection.* When our ritual ends, we have but given 
him a pattern, a blue-print, so to speak, for the 
erection of his own, personal Temple. 

".... the symbolism of Masonry, like Masonry itself, 
is many sided ... Each view is of value and it is well 
that the subject should be approached from every 
direction, but as no man can comprehend it all, it is 


7. Supra, note 5- 
- Supra, note 2 
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to labor diligently in the tasks it prescribes, just as the 
man is required to enlarge his mind by the acquisition 
of new ideas, and to extend his usefulness to his 
fellow-creatures. But as a Master, the Mason is 
taught the last, the most important and most neces- 
sary of truths, that having been faithful to all his trust, 
he is at last to die, and to receive the rewards of his 
fidelity 

It was the single object of all the ancient rites and 
mysteries practiced in the very bosom of pagan dark- 
ness, shining as a solitary beacon in all that surround- 
ing gloom, and cheering the philosopher in his weary 
pilgrimage of life, to teach the immortality of the soul. 
This is still the great design of the third degree of 
Masonry. This is the scope and aim of its ritual. The 
Master Mason represents man, when youth, man- 
hood, old age, and life itself have passed away as 
fleeting shadows, yet raised from the grave of iniquity, 
and quickened into another and better existence. 


By its legend and all its ritual, it is implied that we 
have been redeemed from the death of sin and the 
sepulchre of pollution. “The ceremonies and lecture,” 
as a distinguished writer has observed, “beautifully 
illustrate this all-engrossing subject; and the conclu- 
sion we arrive at is, that youth, properly directed, 
leads us to the honorable and virtuous maturity, and 
that the life of man, regulated by morality, faith, and 
justice, will be rewarded at its closing hour by the 
prospect of eternal bliss. 

“Many of the symbols of the Master Mason degree 
are common to the preceding degrees. . . . There 
is, however, discoverable in their use, as the degrees 
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mercy. It is the story ofthe resurrection ofthat “which 
bears the nearest affinity to that supreme intelligence 
which pervades all nature.” It is the answer to Job. It 
is at once the beginning of the even more sacred 
legend-ofthat which was lost-and the assurance that 
at long last he who seeks shall find ..... 

The Hiramic Legend is the glory of Freemasontry; 
the search for that which was lost is the glory of life. 

“Never may we find it here. You shall gaze through 
microscope and telescope and catch no sight of its 
shadow. You shall travel in many lands and far, and 
see it not. You shall listen to all the words of all the 
tongues which all men have ever spoken and will 
speak-the Lost Word is not heard. Were it but a word, 
how easy it would be to invent another! But it is not 
a word, but The Word, the great secret, the 
unknowableness, the will o” the wisp to follow, a pot of 
gold at the end of the rainbow. Never here is it to be 
found, but the search for it is the reason for life. 


“The Sublime Degree teaches that in another life it 
may be found. 


“That is why it is the Sublime Degree.*** 


15 ibid. 
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THE SPIRIT OF MASONRY 


“A Masonic Manual should be strictly confined in 
lts text to the purpose for which it is intended. The 
field is amply extensive, and those who wish to enlarge 
upon and amplify the symbols of Masonry have before 
them the height and depth, from earth to heaven, from 
the “surface to the center,” as the field of their opera- 
tions.”  Thus read the preface to an old Masonic 
manual by Cornelius Moore,” former editor of the 
Freemason's Magazine and then editor of the Masonic 
Review (Cincinnati). 


The purpose in publication of the KENTUCKY MONI- 
TOR has been to collect and present to the lodge officers 
and interested brethren some of those comments which 
have been made by qualified brethren in such amplifica- 
tion of some portions of our ceremonies not otherwise 
sufficiently explained. The writer has endeavored to 
edit this matter for appropriate use rather than to 
enlarge it with his own comments. All matter here 
included has been found in print elsewhere in proper 
sources. The intention of the KENTUCKY MONITOR has 
been to aid the brethren engaged in the active work in 
the lodges in their endeavors to extend the Light, that 
the Spirit of Masonry may ever guide the way. 


When the First Edition of the KeNrTuCckY MONITOR 
appeared in the year 1918 a great struggle among the 
peoples of the world was then in progress from which 
America hoped that the world might be made “safe 
for democracy.” Again, with this Eighth Edition in 
1946, “we are met on a great battlefield of that war” 
testmg whether any nation “conceived in liberty, and 
dedicated to the proposition that all men are created 
equal” can long endure, whether “government of the 
people, by the peoplss and for the people shall not 
perish from the earth.” Masonry has ever championed 
in its peaceful way the right of the common man to 


“The Craftsman, and Freemason's Guide,” 13th edition, 1859. 
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of whisperings of ancient truths discovered in the 
oldest religions which once ruled the minds of men 
and whose ruins, says Brother Albert Pike, encum- 
ber the plains of the great Past, as the broken 
columns of Palmyra and Tadmore lie bleaching in 
the sands of the desert. They rise before us, those 
old, strange, mysterious creeds and faiths, shrouded 
in the mists of antiquity, and stalk dim and un- 
defined along the line which divides Time from 
Eternity; and forms of strange, wild, startling beauty 
mingle in the vast throng of figures with shapes 
monstrous, grotesque and hideous.” 


The primitive men met in no temple made with 
human hands. God, said Stephen, the first martyr, 
dwelleth not in temples made with hands. In the 
open air, under the overarching mysterious sky, on 
the highest hills or in the lowest valleys, in the great 
World-Temple, they uttered their vows and thanks- 
givings and adored the God of Light; of that Light 
that was to them the type of Good, as darkness was 
the type of Evil. Masons from time immemorial 
have been called “Sons of Light.” It is a peculiar 
co-incidence that the Egyptian words “Phre-Massen” 
mean “Children (especially Sons) of the Sun,” that is 
“Sons of Light,” a term applied to those who had been 
received into the Ancient Egyptian Mysteries. The 
word “Phre” meant the Sun, and Mas was a child. 
Masons, as Sons of Light, to this day write all 
Masonic dates by adding 4,000 years to the year of the 
common era. The present year Anno Domini 1941 is 
expressed in Masonic circles as “Anno Lucis 5941,” that 
is, “In the year of Light 5941.” 


All antiquity solved the enigma of the existence of 
evil by supposing the existence of a Principle of 
Evil, of demons, fallen angels, an Ahriman, a Typhon, 
a Siva, a Loki, or a Satan, that, first falling them- 
selves, and plunged into misery and darkness, tempted 
man to his fall and brought sin into the world. All 


6 “Morals and Dogma." 
7 “Morals and Dogma." 
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believed in a future life, to be attained by purification 
and trials; in a state or successive states of reward 
and punishment; and in a Mediator or Redeemer, by 
whom the Evil Principle was to be overcome and the 
Supreme Deity reconciled to His creatures. The 
belief was general that He was to be born of a virgin 
and suffer a painful death. The Hindus called him 
Krishna; the Chinese, Kioun-tse; the Persians, 
Sosiosch: the Chaldeans, Dhouvanai; the Egyptians, 
Horus: Plato, Love; the Scandinavians, Balder; the 
Christians, Jesus; Masons, Hiram. It is interesting 
that the “small hill west of Mount Moriah” has been 
identified as Golgotha, or Mount Calvary. Krishna, 
the Hindoo Redeemer, was cradled and educated 
among shepherds. A tyrant, at the time of his birth, 
ordered all the male children to be slain. He per- 
formed miracles, say his legends, even raising the 
dead. He washed the feet of the Brahmins. It was 
on a cruciform tree that Krishna was said to have ex- 
pired, pierced with arrows. He descended into Hell, 
rose again, ascended to Heaven, charged his disciples 
to teach his doctrines, and gave them the gift of 
miracles.? 


This belief of primitive man in the fall of mankind 
from the Kingdom of Light and restoration to bliss 
through a Redeemer is also inseparably connected 
with the belief in original creation through the 
spoken Word of the Supreme Deity. God spoke the 
Word and the Word created the world and the 
creatures therein. Only by this all-powerful, om- 
nipotent Word could * * * be raised from Death to 
immortality! This legend of the Master Mason's 
Word is rooted among the very oldest beliefs of 
mankind. The pastor of your church will tell you 
that, viewed historically and critically, the Fourth 
Gospel of St. John is an entirely different kind of 
document from those of the first three Gospels. The 
first three are called the Synoptical Gospels, because 
of their many agreements in subject, order, and 


8 “Morals and Dogma.” 
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Judah, which bears witness that even in this 
perishable frame resides a vital and immortal 
principle, which inspires a holy confidence that 
the Lord of Life will enable us to trample the 
king of terrors beneath our feet, and strengthens 
us with confidence and composure to look 
forward to a blessed immortality; and we 
doubt not that on the glorious morn of the 
Resurrection our bodies will rise and become as 
incorruptible as our souls. 


¡6 AA da A E) 


And now, my brethren, let us see to it, and 
so regulate our lives by the plumb line of justice, 
ever squaring our actions by the square of virtue, 
that when the Grand Warden of Heaven shall 
call for us, we may be found ready. Let us 
cultivate assiduously the noble tenets of our 
profession, brotherly love, relief, and truth; 
from the square learn morality; from the level 
equality; and from the plumb rectitude of con- 
duct. 


Then let us imitate our G. M. H. A. in all 
his varied perfection. Let us emulate his 
amiable and virtuous character, his unfeigned 
piety to God, and his inflexible fidelity to his 
trust, that, like him, we may welcome the grim 
tyrant Death, and receive him as a kind 
messenger sent by our Supreme Grand Master 
to translate us from this imperfect to that all- 
perfect, glorious, and celestial Lodge above, 
where the Great Architect of the Universe 
presides, forever reigns. 
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CHAPTER Xx | 


WHENCE SALVATION? 


MAsonrY encourages men to accept their role as Builders of a 
spiritual fabric, but it also emphasizes that there is a power in 
every man that will enable him to work toward that sublime 
goal. What a mockery, what a mummery, if the teachings of 
ancient Freemasonry had placed before men a goal that they 
had no power to attain either on earth or in the heavens! 
The ancient teachings declared-and modern psychology cor- 
roborates-that every man, no matter how deeply in the dark- 
ness of ignorance and error, has within himself, sometimes deep 
within himself, the marvelous power to lift himself out of dark- 
ness into light, out of ignorance into wisdom, out of error into 
righteousness. Indeed, if this is not the Truth, then the life of 
man on this earth would be meaningless and devoid of all hope 
amid the terrible tribulations and predicaments of a world of 
ignorant lunatics. The Great Architect could not have created 
men in His own image without endowing all with the inner 
capacity and potential for redemption through the conquest of 
self in a long-term process of self-improvement on earth and 
in the heavens. 

Therefore M asonry teaches that redemption and salvation are 
both the power and the responsibility of the individual Mason. 
Saviors like Hiram Abiff can and do show the way, but men 
must always follow and demonstrate, each for himself, his power 
to save himself, to build his own spiritual fabric in his own 
time and way. Every man in essence is his own savior and 
redeemer,; for if he does not save himself, he will not be saved. 
The reader who succeeds in getting back to the real teachings of 
the masters, including Jesus of Nazareth, will find unanimity of 
thinking on this matter. 

Yes, your fate, your destiny, is in your own hands! It has 
always been, and it will always be, in your own hands. No 
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tasks it prescribes, just as the man is required to enlarge 
his mind by the acquisition of new ideas, and to extend 
his usefulness to his fellow-creatures; but, as the Master, 
the Mason is taught the last, the most important, and 
the most necessary of truth;, that having been faithful 
to all his trusts, he is at last to die, and to receive the 
rewards of his fidelity. 


It was the single object of all the ancient rites and 
mysteries practiced in the very bosom of pagan dark- 
ness, shining as a solitary beacon in all that surrounding 
gloom, and cheering the philosopher in his weary pil- 
grimage of life, to teach the immortality of the soul. 
This is still the great design of the third degree of Ma- 
sonry. This is the scope and aim of its ritual. The 
Master Mason represents man, when youth, manhood, 
old age, and life itself have passed away as fleeting 
shadows, yet raised from the grave of iniquity, and 
quickened into another and better existence. By its 
legend and all its ritual, it is implied that we have been 
redeemed from the death of sin and the sepulchre of 
pollution. “The ceremonies and the lecture,” as a dis- 
tinguished writer has observed, “beautifully illustrate this 
all-engrossing subject, and the conclusion we arrive at is, 
that youth, properly directed, leads the life of man, regu- 
lated by morality, faith, and justice, will be rewarded at 
its closing hour by the prospect of eternal bliss.” 


THIRD LECTURE. 


This has very properly been called the sublime degree 
of a Master Mason, as well for the solemnity of the 
monies which accompany it, as for the profound lessons 
of wisdom which it inculcates. The important design 
of the degree is to symbolize the great doctrines of the 
resurrection of the body and the immortality of the soul; 
and hence it has been remarked by a learned writer of 
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our Order, that the Master Mason represents a man saved 
from the grave of iniquity, and raised to the faith of 
salvation. The lecture is divided into three sections. 


FIRST SECTION. 


The ceremony of raising a candidate to the sublime 
degree of a Master Mason is particularly described in the 
first section, which, though brief, will be found essentially 
useful. 

The Compasses are peculiarly consecrated to this de- 
gree, because within their extreme points, when properly 
extended, are emblematically said to be in- 
closed the principal tenets of our profession, 
and hence the moral application of the Com- 
passes, in the third degree, is to those 
precious jewels of a Master Mason, Friend- 
ship, Morality, and Brotherly Love. 

The following passage of Scripture is introduced dur- 
ing the ceremonies: 

Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, 
while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, 
when thou shalt say, 1 have no pleasure in them; while 
the sun, or the light, or the moon, or the stars, be not 
darkened, nor the clouds return after the rain: in the 
day when the keepers of the house shall tremble, and the 
strong men shall bow themselves, and the grinders cease 
because they are few, and those that look out of the win- 
dows be darkened, and the doors shall be shut in the 
streets, when the sound of the grinding is low, and he 
shall rise up at the voice of the bird, and all the daugh- 
ters of music shall be brought low; also when they shall 
be afraid of that which is high, and fears shall be in the 
way, and the almond tree shall flourish, and the grass- 
hopper shall be a burden, and desire shall fail; because 
man goeth to his long home, and the mourners go about 
the streets: or ever the silver cord be loosed, or the 
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Since as early as 1727, men have been leaving the 
Masonic Lodge because Freemasonry is incompatible 
with a sincere expression of Christianity. When a Mason 
becomes a born again Christian, he sees Freemasonry 
clearly for the first time. Many men have left the lodge 
to follow Jesus Christ. Usually they do so quietly. Often, 
ittakes a period of time before they are released from 
the spiritual bondage which results from the practice of 
occult religion. Some former Masons have had 
substantial ministries. Charles Finney, the 19th century 
evangelist, was one such man. God used him in a 
mighty way. 


The following exposure has been translated from a 
Masonic “cypher.” The cypher was issued to a former 
Worshipful Master who has turned his life over to Jesus 
Christ. He has exposed the content of Masonic ritual 
so that Christians who wish to witness to Masons will be 
educated and equipped to take issue with the teachings 
found within Masonic ritual. 


Masonic ritual varies slightly from state to state. Yet, 
the variations do not change the character of Masonic 
ritual as practiced in any particular lodge. The striking 
similarity of the rituals of various states can be 
demonstrated by examining Masonic Monitors. Monitors 
often contain selected portions of ritual, in addition to 
explanations of the meaning of the ritual. 


Commercially printed exposures of Masonic ritual are 
readily available. Lester?s Look TO THE EasT and DuncaN's 
RrruaL are two of the better known editions in the United 
States. They are available at many book stores. 


Masonic “Cyphers” are commonly used as a memory 
aid for those who are learning ritual. Such cyphers 
contain one to several letters which represent each and 
every word in the ritual. Masonic ritual is not placed 
entirely in print by the lodge, for obvious reasons. 
However, Grand Lodges do publish small books which 
are given to men who are raised to Master Mason. These 
Masonic “Monitors” contain statements as to the Grand 
Lodge's authoritative interpretation of the meaning of 
the ritual. Masonic Monitors are not normally available 
to the public. Bound Xerox reprints of Masonic Monitors 
are available for most states from Ephesians 5:11, Inc. 


An Internet web site which contains information about 
leading men away from the Masonic Lodge can be found 
at http://www.ephesians5-11.org 


Additional copies of this printed Masonic ritual may be 
obtained by downloading them from the web site and 
printing the file using your laser, or ink jet printer, in 
conjunction with the Adobe Reader. The Adobe Reader 
is available FREE from Adobe Systems. A link is 
available on the page where this file is available. 


The following abbreviations are used throughout this 
ritual. 


Active Participants 
WM........ Worshipful Master 


SW........ Senior Warden 
JW........ Junior Warden 


bss Treasurer 
Sec....... Secretary 
SD Senior Deacon 
Dis Junior Deacon 


O roll Senior Steward 
JS ika Junior Steward 
TYl........ Tyler 

Ch........ Chaplain 


Lect......Lecturer - designated by WM 
Cand....Candidate 


(+; * * or * * *, normally signifies the number of raps 
from a gavel. In the case of the Senior Deacon, it 
signifies his staff, pounding on the floor. When done 
at either the outer or inner door, it signifies a knock 
on the door. 


(S) signifies the due-guard and sign being given as a 
salutation to the Worshipful Master.) 


Other designations are found. KS represents King 
Solomon, who is usually portrayed by the Worshipful 
Master. S-F represents sea faring man, W-F 
represents way faring man and R+1, RF2, and RH3 
represents the three “ruffians.” These characters in 
ritual are portrayed by different lodge members at 
various times. 


Page numbers and line numbers have been placed in 
the margins as an aid to identifying specific portions of 
the ritual. By specifying page number, left or right 
column and line number, a particular section of ritual 
may be uniquely identified. Of course, those 
designations pertain only to the printed copy of this 
document. 
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Thus we close the explanation of the 
emblems upon the solemn thought of 
death, which without revelation would be 
dark and gloomy, but we are suddenly 
revived by that ever green and ever living 
sprig of Faith, which strengthens us with 
confidence and composure, to look 
forward to a blessed immortality, and we 
doubt not that on the glorious morn of 
resurrection our bodies will rise and 
become as incorruptible as our souls. 


Then let us imitate the example of our 
Grand Master Hiram Abif, in his virtuous 
and amiable conduct, in his unfeigned 
piety to God, in his inflexible fidelity to 
his trust, that we may welcome the grim 
tyrant, Death, and receive him as a kind 
messenger sent from our Supreme 
Grand Master to translate us from this 
imperfect to that perfect, glorious and 
celestial Lodge above, where the 
Supreme Architect of the Universe 
presides. 


WM: My Brother, this concludes the Third 
Degree of Freemasonry, with the 
exception of the Charge. If you will rise, 
| will repeat it to you. 

CHARGE AT RAISING: 


Master Mason Degree Ritual as practiced in Nevada, circa 1986 


My Brother, your zeal for our Institution, 
the progress you have made in our 
mysteries, and your steady conformity 
to our useful regulations, have pointed 
you out as a proper object for this 
peculiar mark of our favor. 


Duty and honor, now alone, bind you to 
be faithful to every trust, to support the 
dignity of your character on all 
occasions, and strenuously to enforce, 
by precept and example, a steady 
attachment to the tenets of Freemasonry. 
Exemplary conduct on your part will 
convince the world that merit is the just 
title to our privileges, and that on you 
our favors have not been undeservedly 
bestowed. 


As a Master Mason, you are authorized 
to correct the irregularities of your less 
informed Brethren; to fortify their minds 
with resolutions against the snares ofthe 


WM: 


25 
insidious, and to guard them against every 
allurement to vicious practices. To preserve the 
reputation of the Fraternity, unsullied, ought to be 
your constant care, and therefore itbecomes your 
province to caution the inexperienced against a 
breach of fidelity. 


To your inferiors in rank or office, you are to 
recommend obedience and submission; to your 
equals, courtesy and affability; and to your 
superiors, kindness and condescension. 


Universal benevolence you are zealously to 
inculcate, and by the regulation of your own 
conduct, endeavor to remove every aspersion 
against this venerable institution. 


Our ancient landmarks you are carefully to 
preserve, and never suffer them to be infringed, 
nor are you to countenance any deviation from 
our established customs. 


If, in the circle of your acquaintance, you find a 
person desirous of being initiated into the 
Fraternity, be particularly careful not to 
recommend him unless you are convinced that 
he will conform to our rules, that the honor, glory 
and reputation of the institution may be firmly 
established, and the world at large convinced of 
its good effects. 


Finally, my Brother, congratulating you most 
sincerely, let me enjoin upon you that your honor 
and reputation are concerned in supporting with 
dignity the respectable character you now bear. 
Let no motive, therefore, tempt you to swerve 
from your duties, violate your vows, or betray 
your trust, but be true and faithful, and imitate 
the example of that celebrated artist whom you 
have this evening represented; thus rendering 
yourself worthy of the honor we have conferred 
and meriting the trust we have reposed in you. 
My Brother, | congratulate you on becoming a 
Master Mason, and as such commend you to the 
kind care, love and protection of Master Masons 
whithersoever dispersed around the globe. Be 
good; be true; and satisfy the world that by 
becoming a Master Mason you have become a 
better man. Retain, | entreat you, that purity of 
life and rectitude of conduct with which we hope 
you are endowed, and of which that spotless 
apron is the emblem, and the badge. 


My Brother, there ¡is a lecture in connection with 
this degree that it will be necessary for you to 
commit to memory and on which you must pass 
a suitable examination in open Lodge, or as 
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Masons, we may enjoy the happy. reflections con- 
sequent on a well-spent life, and die in the hope 
of a glorious immortality. 


THE SCYTHE 


is an emblem of time, which cuts 
i the brittle thread of life, and 

launches us into eternity. Be- 

bold! what havoc the scythe of 

Time makes among the human 
race! If by chance we should escape the nu- 
merous evils incident to childhood and youth, and 
with health and vigor arrive at the years of man- 
hood; yet, withal, we must soon be cut down by 
the all-devouring scythe of Time, and be gathered 
into the land where our fathers have gone before 
us. 

The second class of emblems is not monitorial, 
therefore their true interpretation can be ob- 
tained only within the tiled recesses of the Lodge. 
They consist of the Setting Maul, the Spade, the 
Coffin and the Sprig of Acacia. 


Then * * let us imitate the example of 
* * whom you have this evening represented, 
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in his virtuous and amiable conduct, his un- 
feigned piety to God, and his inflexible fidelity to 
his trust, that we may welcome the grim tyrant 
Death, and receive him as a kind messenger sent 
from our Supreme Grand Master, to translate us 
from this imperfect, to that all-perfect, glorious, 
and celestial Lodge, above, where the Supreme 
Architect of the Universe presides. 


CHARGE AT RAISING TO THE SUBLIME DEGREE OF 
MasTER MASON 


BROTHER- Your zeal for the institution of 
Masonry, the progress you have made in the mys- 
teries, and your conformity to our regulations, 
have pointed you out as a proper object of our 
favor and esteem. You are now bound by duty, 
honor, and gratitude to be faithful to your trust; 
to support the dignity of your character on every 
occasion; and to enforce, by precept and ex- 
ample, obedience to the tenets of the Order. 

In the character of a Master Mason, you are 
authorized to correct the errors and irregularities 
of your uninformed brethren, and to guard them 
against a breach of fidelity. To preserve the 
reputation of the fraternity unsullied, must be 
your constant care; and for this purpose it is 
your province to recommend to your inferiors, 
obedience and submission; to your equals, 


